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Developer Gives Beautiful Property on
Mt. Menzues to lslands Trust Fund S

beautiful 40 hectare (99 acre)
A property, which includes part

of Mt. Menzies, the highest
mountain on North Pender Island,
was given to the Islands Trust Fund by
Penderlands Holdings Inc., an affiliate
of the development company
Pagebrook Inc. The property includes
a wonderful mixed forest of bigleaf
maple, red alder, western redcedar
and Douglas-fir.

William Grenier, Principal and
Chairman of Pagebrook, donated the
property, which includes a popular
network of walking trails and is a
significant ecological area, as a nature
reserve. Mr. Grenier was requesting a
rezoning and additional lots in an
existing subdivision, and donated this
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‘Wayne Wright, North Pender Trustee, Louise Bell, Trust Fund Board Chairperson,

and Bill Grenier, Donor, at Loretta's Wood Nature Reserve.

nature reserve to ensure the long term
protection of its ecological values and
to provide a community conservation
area.

The nature reserve protects and
represents the Coastal Douglas-fir
ecosystem. The donated land also
contributes to a corridor of protected
areas which includes Mt. Menzies
Park on Hooson Road directly to the
south and adjacent land that is part of
the Gulf Island National Park
Reserve.

At the request of the donor, the
property was named Loretta’s Wood
Nature Reserve in memory of Mr.
Grenier’s mother. The Islands Trust

Fund is currently developing a
management plan for the Nature
Reserve that will guide the protection
of the natural values and the use of the
property. Opportunities for public
input to the management plan will be
provided through the planning process.

The property includes a
wonderful mixed forest of
bigleaf maple, red alder,
western redcedar and
Douglas-fir.




A Legacy of Special Places

e Islands Trust Fund is a conservation land trust established in 1990 to
preserve and protect the unique character and environment of the Islands
Trust Area in cooperation with others. The vision of the Islands Trust

Fund is to create a legacy of special places in the Trust Area, protecting both
natural and cultural features in perpetuity.

As one of British Columbia’s leading conservation trusts, the Islands Trust
Fund works with island communities to protect special places by encouraging,
undertaking, and assisting in voluntary conservation initiatives within the
Islands Trust Area. We also assist and support other conservation groups and
government park agencies in their related work.

Since 1990, Islands Trust Fund has protected more than 550 hectares (more
than 1,370 acres) on 45 properties. More than $5.2 million worth of land
(excluding conservation covenants) has been donated to help create this legacy
of special places. So far, Islands Trust Fund has protected properties on 10 of
the 13 main islands within the Islands Trust Area. Further, we have assisted in
the acquisition of national parkland on Saturna Island, provincial parkland on
Hornby Island, regional parkland on South Pender Island and local
conservation areas on Salt Spring and Galiano Islands. This past year we raised
and contributed a total of $90,000 to the Galiano Conservancy Association and
Salt Spring Island Conservancy for significant conservation purchases on their
islands.

By working together we can accomplish far more than any one of us can
achieve on our own.

Protecting the Best of
What’s Left:

Regional Conservation Planning

rough its strategic planning process, the Islands Trust Fund set the long-
term goal of protecting at least 25% of the remaining rare Coastal Douglas-
fir and Coastal Western hemlock ecosystems in the Islands Trust Area.

To accomplish this we are developing a Regional Conservation Plan that will
identify the best of what is left so that we can focus on protecting the most
important areas first. We need accurate and complete information so that we can
make informed decisions about where and how to dedicate our limited resources.

We have started by creating Landscape Classification Maps of all the islands
that show the different natural landscapes. The entire Islands Trust Area will be
mapped by early 2004.

We will then analyze the maps to determine areas of highest conservation
value, set priorities and identify the tools and partners available to protect these
areas. Once the Plan is completed we will begin a landowner contact program to
provide information that will assist interested owners in protecting the special
features on their lands and to build working relationships.
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The Islands Trust
Fund holds 32
Conservation
Covenants (345 ha)

So far, Islands Trust Fund
has protected properties
onh 10 of the 13 main
islands within the Islands
Trust Area.

Cumulative Size of Islands Trust
Fund Acquisitions

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

1994-95

1995-96

&

o 1996-97

>
1997-98
1998-99
1999-00
2000-01
2001-02

2002-03

ISLANDS TRUST FUND

The Islands Trust
Fund holds 13

Nature Reserves and
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Towards a

Network of

Protected
Areas:

Where Are We
Now?

e Islands Trust Fund and its
many partners promote the
protection of significant areas in

the Islands Trust Area. In the last year
a number of agencies have made
substantial progress towards
expanding the network of protected
sensitive ecosystems in this area. Of
particular note is the new Gulf Islands
National Park Reserve, announced on
May 9, 2003, which protects
approximately 260 hectares of
significant and sensitive ecosystems.

The Islands Trust Fund is working
as a partner with Parks Canada on
acquiring additional lands and
connecting protected areas to create
corridors.

Another way we are creating
networks of protected areas is through
the South and West Salt Spring
Conservation Partnership. This
partnership includes various non-
profit and government groups that are
protecting and linking important
habitats in the most sensitive areas of
Salt Spring Island.

The chart above shows the
percentage of protected lands, in July
2003, in the Islands Trust Area, by
Local Trust Area and Island
Municipality. It includes local,
regional, provincial and national
parkland as well as conservation lands
protected by the Islands Trust Fund

and other conservancies.
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Percentage of Protected Lands by Local Trust Area and
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Covenants

Winter Wren Wood Covenant
(Denman Island)

A conservation covenant held by the
Islands Trust Fund protects this 2.5
hectare property and its forest. The
property, fronting on the largest lake
on Denman Island, is home to several
provincially-listed plants that are
considered to be vulnerable and “at
risk”. The property contains an
interpretive walking trail and a small
parking area and is owned and
maintained by the Denman
Conservancy Association as a
community conservation area.

Weston Covenant
(Salt Spring Island)

.f'._- Al ES .
\\.\. R | 3
' 3 & < L
A 1 ¥
I

This 0.34 hectare property is located

within one kilometre of the
McFadden Creek Nature Sanctuary,
which is a Great Blue Heron nesting
site. One kilometre is considered a
critical distance within which loud
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and unusual noises can disturb herons
and potentially cause them to abandon
their nests. This landowner is the first
within the one kilometre area to
covenant her land, voluntarily
restricting development that might
risk disturbance to the herons within
the critical mating and nesting period
(February through July). The
covenant, jointly held with Wild Bird
Trust of British Columbia, also
protects the trees and creek on-site as
potential heron habitat.

Williams Covenant
(Salt Spring Island)

This 20 hectare property is part of the
south facing ridge of Mount Erskine
on Salt Spring Island. It contains

older growth Douglas-fir groves, rare
plant communities, upland bog
vegetations and sensitive wildlife
habitats. It also offers dramatic rocky
outcrops and magnificent viewpoints.
Owned and maintained by the Salt
Spring Island Conservancy, the
property is adjacent to Crown land
and the Lower Mount Erskine Nature
Reserve which is owned by the Islands
Trust Fund. The covenant will help
ensure this corridor remains natural
forever.

Recent Protec

Donations

Ruby Alton Nature Reserve
(Salt Spring Island)

Ruby Alton’s family, the Lacy family,
settled on Salt Spring Island at the
start of the Depression. Ruby grew up
digging clams, fishing and raising
sheep and vegetables on the family
farm to supplement the family’s
income. She was an ardent
environmentalist and had a love of
gardening. Later in her life, she
decided to give a lasting gift of nature
to the community and she left her
wonderful waterfront property, as a
bequest, to the Islands Trust Fund.
The 1.6 hectare property, including
forest, house, gardens, and pasture, is
now protected for generations to
enjoy as a nature reserve. To support
her land donation she established an
endowment fund to assist with the
long-term management of the house
and property. Additional donations
are also required to support the
upkeep and maintenance of the

property.
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ted Properties

Loretta’s Wood Nature

Reserve
(North Pender Island)

Located on Mt. Menzies, this
wonderful nature reserve has
outstanding walking trails that climb
through a lovely mixed forest. The
ecosystem protected in this 40 hectare
reserve is representative of the rare
Coastal Douglas-fir environment,
with its bigleaf maple, red alder,
western redcedar and Douglas-fir
habitat. The donation of this land as
achieved through a cooperative effort
between the North Pender Local
Trustees, a developer, and Islands
Trust Fund — with the result of
establishing a significant community
conservation area.

Purchased
Laughlin Lake

After three years of fundraising by the
Islands Trust Fund, Galiano
Conservancy Association and Habitat
Acquisition Trust, Laughlin Lake on
Galiano Island is now protected
forever. The Islands Trust Fund
received more than $1,500 from
individual donors as well as a
contribution of $20,000 from
Mountain Equipment Coop in
2001and $63,115 in 2003 from
Environment Canada, through the
Georgia Basin Ecosystem Initiative,
which completed the fundraising
effort. The 11-hectare (27 acre)
Laughlin Lake property was
purchased for $165,000. The property
is located approximately 2/3 of the
way north on Galiano Island
Laughlin Lake provides essential
habitat for an abundant and diverse
population of birds, mammals and
amphibians. Laughlin Lake is 5.26
hectares (13 acres) in size, making it
the largest body of freshwater on
Galiano Island. Freshwater ecosystems
are one of the most diverse types of
ecosystem and the conservation values
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of Laughlin Lake are extensive.

The lake is located on a migratory
flyway for birds, and 40-60 species of
birds are known to use the lake.

The lake also provides habitat to a
number of other species including the
Red-legged Frog, a species listed
provincially as being of Special
Concern. The lake is maintained by a
very active beaver colony that helped
to reclaim the lake after it was drained
for farming in the late 1800’s.

Laughlin Lake is especially
valuable because it is one of the few
lakes in the region that has no human
development along its shores. It is an
intact freshwater body without
human development. It forms the
central link in a protected areas
network that will span across Galiano
Island.

Galiano Conservancy Association
now owns the Laughlin Lake
property. The property will be further
protected by a conservation covenant
held jointly by the Islands Trust Fund
and Habitat Acquisition Trust. A draft
management plan for the property has
been developed to guide the long-
term use and protection of the site.

“We are thrilled to have
contributed to the purchase of this
wonderful area,” said Kim Benson,
member of the Islands Trust Fund
Board. “A heartfelt thank you to
everyone who supported protecting
this valuable site.”

Individual donors gave a total of
$45,885 towards the purchase.
Donations were also received from the
Barraclough Foundation, the Burton
Charitable Foundation and the Kaatza
Foundation. The Real Estate
Foundation of British Columbia
supported the development of the
management plan.
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Habitat and Species Profile: Sharp-tailed Snakes

e Islands Trust Fund has agreed
‘ to work with landowners Don
and Therese to create the first-
ever conservation covenant to protect
Sharp-tailed Snake habitat. The
covenant will protect 354 sq. metres

or 0.0356 hectares (0.088 acres) of
land.

Why would the Islands Trust
Fund put resources towards
such a small area of land?

The answer is that while this covenant
area may appear small to us it is of
critical importance to the endangered
and elusive Sharp-tailed Snake.

When Carolyn Stewart, the Islands
Trust Fund Manager, walked the
potential covenant site with Christian
Engelstoft of the Sharp-tailed Snake
Recovery Team and the landowner,
last March, they spotted three snakes
— a rare sighting of this secretive
species.

As one of only eight known sites in
British Columbia, the area to be
covenanted provides exactly the
habitat needed for the nationally and
provincially endangered Sharp-tailed
Snake. Much of the current
understanding of Sharp-tailed Snake
biology in British Columbia
originates from this site on North
Pender Island.

The Sharp-tailed Snake’s range
extends from southern California to
southern British Columbia. The
snakes are relatively common in
suitable habitats in California and
southern Oregon, but are found in
only a few isolated locations in British
Columbia and Washington State. The
rarity of Sharp-tailed Snakes,
combined with the fact that they live
in one of the most densely populated
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Sharp-tailed Snake: elusive and rare.
Inset: A juvenile Sharp-tailed Snake.

parts of British Columbia, means that
the future of the Sharp-tailed Snake in
this province is insecure. All known
Sharp-tailed Snake sites on southern
Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands
are located on private land.

Chestnut brown in colour, about
as thick as a pencil, and up to 30cm
long, Sharp-tailed Snakes are one of
the smallest snakes in British
Columbia. They are rarely seen
because they spend most of their time
hidden underground. Hatchlings,
which are a bright reddish brown and
about the size of large earthworms,
will coil up into a ball when handled,
demonstrating a defensive behaviour
that probably makes them more
difficult for predators to swallow.

Sharp-tailed Snakes are typically
found on south-facing, rocky slopes
and in small openings in Douglas-fir/
Arbutus forests. They appear to prefer
areas that have rocks, rotting logs, or
boards for the snakes to hide under
and stay moist. Tidying a property
and removing these sources of cover
may make the snakes more
vulnerable.

Humans and Sharp-tailed Snakes
often share habitat which means that

the snakes can become victims of cars,
weedeaters, outdoor cats, and
indirectly, a loss of their habitat to
development, including backyard
projects. Gardeners may be pleased to
learn that small slugs are most likely
the favourite food of the Sharp-tailed
Snake — an added incentive to
provide suitable habitat.

Females lay between three and five
eggs at a time, underground, in cracks
between rocks or among grass roots.
The eggs are laid in late spring or
early summer and hatch in the fall.
Female Sharp-tailed Snakes have been
known to share communal egg-laying
sites with other Sharp-tailed Snakes
and with other reptiles.

Unlike most other snake species in
British Columbia, Sharp-tailed Snakes
are most active during cool moist
periods in early spring and fall. They
are thought to hibernate from mid-
November to February. During the
hot and dry periods in the summer
they are likely inactive, under some
sort of cover.

Like garter snakes, the Sharp-tailed
Snakes are non-venomous and
completely harmless to humans. They
may be confused with garter snakes
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but can be distinguished by the
sharply pointed scale at the tip of
their tail, for which they are named,
and the distinctive black and white
banding on their belly. Unlike garter
snakes, of which there are three
species in British Columbia, Sharp-
tailed Snakes have few close relatives.
A second species occurs in California.
Sharp-tailed Snakes are protected
under the British Columbia Wildlife

Act. A recovery team has been formed
to initiate recovery of Sharp-tailed
Snakes in British Columbia.
Conservation covenants are an
important tool that will be used to
protect this species. The Islands Trust
Fund is pleased to be working with
landowners willing to protect their
property for Sharp-tailed Snakes, and
hopes to work with other supportive

landowners in the future.

Ruby Alton Nature Reserve
—Caring for a Special Place

e beautiful Ruby Alton Nature
‘ Reserve on Salt Spring Island
was given to the Islands Trust

Fund in February 2002 after Ruby
Alton donated the 1.62 hectare
(4 acre) waterfront property through
her will. Mrs. Alton’s desire was to
have the land preserved for its
ecological and scenic features and to
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have the residence managed for non-
profit purposes.

When the Islands Trust Fund first
considered accepting the property it
was estimated that $30,000 would be
needed in the short term to stabilize
and maintain the 1930's Ruby Alton
house. Since receiving the property
the Islands Trust Fund has spent over

Ardice Neudorf of the Islands Trust Fund greets Bob Rush of the Salt Spring Island Foundation

at the front door of the Ruby Alton house.

THE HERON:

$10,000 on immediate maintenance
needs.

The Ruby Alton Nature Reserve
holds a special place in the hearts of
many Salt Spring Islanders, and they
have donated generously to support
its current and future maintenance
needs. The Salt Spring Island
Conservancy has acted as Interim
Managers and a group of its members
have volunteered more than 250
hours toward the development of the
management plan for the property.
The Salt Spring Island Foundation
recently donated $6,000 to the Islands
Trust Fund to assist with the
immediate maintenance needs of the
Ruby Alton House.

During 2003, the Islands Trust
Fund has focused on stabilizing and
improving the house so it can be used
and lived in. Improvements have
included installing new plumbing, a
new oil tank, and new hot water
heater, as well as upgrading electrical
wiring, cleaning the interior, installing
fire alarms and extinguishers, and
signing potential hazard areas on the
property.

The Islands Trust Fund will use
the $6,000 donation from the Salt
Spring Island Foundation to replace
hazardous attic insulation containing
asbestos, to powerwash the house, and
for general maintenance of the
grounds. Once these tasks are
complete, the Islands Trust Fund will
be looking for a live-in property
manager to look after the house and
grounds, and to liaise with
community partners.

Donations to the Ruby Alton
Nature Reserve management or
endowment fund are gratefully
received by the Islands Trust Fund.

A NEWSLETTER FROM THE ISLANDS TRUST FUND 7




Trust Fund Board Members Re-elected

ree members of the Islands Trust Fund Board were re-elected at the
December 5, 2002 Trust Council meeting for another three-year term.

The Islands Trust Fund welcomes

back Louise Bell as Chairperson and

Kim Benson and Tony Law as Board members. Dr. Kathy Dunster, our only

remaining appointed Board member, continues to serve until the end of
November 2003. The Minister of Community, Aboriginal and Women’s
Services, through the Islands Trust Act, may appoint up to 3 members to the
Trust Fund Board, however, he has indicated that he will not be making any

new appointments to the Board.

New Website

n May 2003 the Islands Trust Fund
launched a redesigned and updated
website. The website now offers
comprehensive information on our
work in an easy-to-navigate format.
Please visit the Islands Trust Fund on
the web at www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca
Among many other topics, you can
find the following on the website:
* Information about the Islands Trust
Area
* Details on how the Islands Trust
Fund protects land
* Pictures and descriptions of all of our
protected properties
* Profiles of our current projects
* Information on how islanders can
protect important lands
* Information on the ways of giving to
the Islands Trust Fund (11 different
ways described)

New Publications

The Islands Trust Fund is pleased to
have produced a new promotional
brochure and a five-year plan. Both
are available upon request from the
Islands Trust Fund office or visit our
website. Many thanks to Jonathan
Grant and Parks Canada for donating
some of the beautiful photographs
used in the publications.
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* Donation Form to download
e Islands Trust Fund publications
* Trust Fund Board Meeting
information
* A What's New section with updates
and press releases
* Photos and profiles of staff and
board members
* Useful links
* Contact Information
New features on the website
include a search function and a
subscription service that interested
people can use to sign up for e-mail
updates and news releases.
We welcome your comments and
encourage you to complete the on-
line user survey so that we can

continue to improve the website.

Islands Trust Fund

BoArD MEMBERS

Louise Bell, Denman Island,
CHAIRPERSON

Kim Benson, Keats Island
Katherine Dunster, Bowen Island
Tony Law, Hornby Island

STAFF

Carolyn Stewart, Manager

Ardice Neudorf, Ecosystem
Protection Specialist

Clare Frater, Communications and
Fundraising Specialist

Tara Todd-Macdonald, Secretary

To Contact Us
Islands Trust Fund
200-1627 Fort Street
Victoria, BC V8R 1H8

Telephone 250-405-5186

Fax 250-405-5155

Email itfmail@islandstrust.bc.ca
Website www.islandstrustfund.bc.ca

NEWSLETTER PRODUCTION
Beacon Hill Communications
Group www.bhcg.ca
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Williams Covenant: Salt Spring
Island Conservancy

Laughlin Lake: Judy Burgess
Sharp-tailed Snake: Kristiina Ovaska
All other photos from Islands Trust
Fund files
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